SUMMARY This study has investigated the chemotactic activity of polymorphonuclear cells (PMNs) 
In a study of polymorphonuclear (PMN) chemotaxis Mowat and Baum' found impaired chemotaxis in RA blood PMNs and suggested that this might account for the increased morbidity and mortality from serious infections claimed to occur in these patients. Subsequent studies2-4 have failed to confirm these findings. It was shown, however, that normal PMN chemotaxis is impaired after exposure to RA serum and serum from patients with other diseases."3 5-11 Mowat (Fig. 2) . Almost all the cells containing inclusions were also shown to have surface-bound immunoglobulins (Fig. 3) .
Effects of RA serum on normal PMN migration. Incubation of normal PMNs in normal (pooled AB) control serum had no effect on either random or directed migration. Immunoglobulin inclusions did not develop in these cells after incubation in this serum.
When normal PMNs were preincubated in RA serum (from patients with either articular or systemic disease) their chemotactic index was reduced to 31 % of their initial value (76,um) (Fig. 1) . The random motility of these cells was not affected by these sera. Some PMNs developed immunoglobulin inclusions after incubation in all but one of the RA sera (from a patient with articular disease). Immunoglobulin inclusions developed in a similar proportion of cells exposed to these sera (Fig. 2) . Almost all the cells containing inclusions were also found to have surface-bound immunoglobulins (Fig. 3) .
Effects of autologous serum on RA PMN migra- This book, although selective in scope, will be particularly helpful to those training in the specialty. Despite the editors' preface relating to the arbitrary choice of what is to be regarded as either recent or an advance, the potential reader would be better guided to the scope of this text had the review format of the contributions been reflected in the title. 
